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Koch: 42 N.Y. legislators betray redistricting pledge

Written by Cara Matthews 

10:30 PM, April 12, 2011  

ALBANY — New York Uprising, led by former New York City Mayor Ed Koch, named 42 legislators "Enemies of Reform" for reneging on a pre-election pledge last fall to support independent redistricting.

"Today is retribution day," Koch said. "We are going to hold accountable those people who signed pledges that they would support legislation that would set up an independent commission to do the redistricting."

The so-called "enemies" include 31 senators and 11 members of the Assembly. All are Republicans except for Assemblyman William Scarborough of Queens, a Democrat. A total of 138 lawmakers and candidates signed the pledge last year.

"These are people who I believe deserve the title of dishonorable," said Koch, who also called them "miscreants."

Local legislators on the list are Sens. Stephen Saland, R-Poughkeepsie, Greg Ball, R-Carmel, and William Larkin, R-Cornwall,

Saland said the proposal Koch is advocating for isn't a bipartisan bill. Also, the extent of the governor's role in the redistricting process is to sign or veto legislation adopted by lawmakers, the senator said.

Saland said there are a number of issues, such as a property-tax cap, that are a more immediate priority than redistricting. "Not withstanding the staccato beat of the drums, there's still adequate time for a bipartisan proposal," he said.

Larkin said the Senate had passed a nonpartisan redistricting bill and that he voted for it. "Koch is wrong. I supported a measure for an independent redistricting and reform passed in March with bipartisan support. It was fair, nonpartisan and constitutional," he said.

Ball said he supports independent redistricting, but it needs to be constitutional and not aimed at helping Democrats knock Republicans out of power. "What I'm not in support of is giving the Democratic political machine in the state a complete apparatus to redistrict Republicans into oblivion as their stated goal," he said.

New York Uprising has started making 100,000 robo-calls to the lawmakers' constituents — roughly 3,000 per Senate district and 1,000 per Assembly district. Koch recorded the calls, which conclude by giving the constituents a chance to be transferred directly to the legislator's office. Koch also encourages constituents to vote against the lawmakers in the 2012 election.

The 'Enemies of Reform'

These are New York Uprising's "Enemies of Reform":

Assembly

Al Graf, District 5

Joseph S. Saladino, District 12

Michael Montesano, District 15

Thomas McKevitt, District 17

David G. McDonough, District 19

Edward P. Ra, District 21

William Scarborough, District 29

Ken Blankenbush, District 122

Sean Hanna, District 130

Christopher Friend, District 137

Andrew Goodell, District 150

Senate

Kenneth P. LaValle, District 1

John J. Flanagan, District 2

Lee Zeldin, District 3

Owen H. Johnson, District 4

Carl L. Marcellino, District 5

Kemp Hannon, District 6

Jack Martins, District 7

Charles J. Fuschillo, District 8

Dean G. Skelos, District 9

Martin J. Golden, District 22

Andrew J. Lanza, District 24

William J. Larkin, District 39

Gregory R. Ball, District 40

Steve Saland, District 41

Roy J. McDonald, District 43

Hugh T. Farley, District 44

Elizabeth O'Conner Little, District 45

Joseph A. Griffo, District 47

Patty Ritchie, District 48

John A. DeFrancisco, District 50

James L. Seward, District 51

Thomas W. Libous, District 52

Tom O'Mara, District 53

Michael F. Nozzolio, District 54

James S. Alesi, District 55

Joseph E. Robach, District 56

Catharine M. Young, District 57

Patrick M. Gallivan, District 59

Mark Grisanti, District 60

Michael H. Ranzenhofer, District 61

George D. Maziarz, District 62
AD-005, AD-012, AD-15, AD-017, AD-019, AD-021, AD-029, AD-122, AD-130, AD-137, AD-150
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